
DIBELS Next has retained the best of DIBELS, but has been updated to increase ease of use, accuracy of results, and to 
address comprehension.

DIBELS Next still:
•	 Comprises brief, standardized, 

repeated indicators of  
foundational early literacy skills

•	 Are the most research-based 
measures found on the market

•	 Can be used for universal 
screening, benchmark assessment, 
and progress monitoring

•	 Can be used within an RtI model

DIBELS Next is based on new 
research conducted over 4 years 
on over 25,000 students in over 90 
schools throughout the United States:
•	 New readability formula and new 

research on reading passages 
–	Less passage variability
–	Correlations with NAEP 

performance
–	Linkage to 6th Edition 

performance
•	 New reliability data on all measures
•	 New validity data on all measures
•	 New research on benchmark goals

New features of DIBELS Next 
include: 
•	 New, more concise and clear 

directions and scoring rules 
•	 All new reading passages for 	
all grades

•	 New arrangement of items to 
increase reliability of scores

•	 New early reader font for  
grades K-2

•	 Inclusion of response patterns
•	 New user-friendly format
•	 New streamlined look and feel
•	 New comprehension measure

Call 800-547-6747 for more information!                   

DIBELS®

 Next

6th Edition

DIBELS Next
7th Edition

Assessment Modifications Benefits

Initial Sound Fluency (ISF) •  �ISF replaced by First Sound Fluency (FSF) •  �No pictures, no guessing
•  �Continuous timing 
•  �Increased reliability

Phoneme Segmentation 
Fluency (PSF)

•  �New directions and layout
•  �New, arrangement of items (test words)
•  �Checklist of common response patterns

•  �Increased ease of administering  
and scoring

•  �Increased consistency of scores
•  �Enhanced intervention planning

Letter Name Fluency •  �New font
•  �New directions and layout
•  �New arrangement of items (letters)
•  �Checklist of common response patterns

•  �More student-friendly
•  �Increased ease of administering  

and scoring
•  �Increased consistency of scores
•  �Enhanced intervention planning

New measures. Powerful results.

Continued 
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6th Edition

DIBELS Next
7th Edition

Assessment Modifications Benefits

Nonsense Word Fluency •  �New font
•  �New directions and layout
•  �New arrangement of items  

(nonsense words)
•  �Checklist of common response patterns
•  �New score: Whole Words Read (WWR)

•  �More student-friendly
•  �Increased ease of administering  

and scoring
•  �Increased consistency of scores
•  �Enhanced intervention planning
•  �Enhanced interpretation of scores

DIBELS Oral Reading  
Fluency (DORF)

•  �New font
•  �New directions and layout
•  �All new reading passages
•  �Checklist of common response patterns
•  �New scores: errors and retell

•  �More student-friendly
•  �Increased ease of administering  

and scoring 
•  �More equivalent passages
•  �Enhanced intervention planning
•  �Enhanced  interpretation

Did not exist •  �DAZE
–  �DIBELS maze comprehension 

measure 
–  �Grades 3-6
–  �Group or individually administered

•  �Measures comprehension.
•  �Provides additional information for 

intermediate students

IN DEVELOPMENT Benefits

   DIBELS Survey (K-6)
•  �Determines appropriate progress monitoring materials for students  

with reading skills below grade level
•  �Pinpoints entry point into DIBELS Deep
•  �Provides a tool for setting reading goals
•  �All grade levels in one booklet

•  �Ensures targeted, individualized 
progress monitoring plan

•  �Ensures reading goals meet the 
needs of the student

   DIBELS Deep
•  �Time- and cost-effective diagnostic assessment
•  �Phonemic Awareness (PA), Word Reading & Decoding Assess

–	 Blending
–	 Identification of onset-rime
–	 Identification of initial sounds
–	 Segmenting 

•  �Comprehension, Fluency, Oral Language (CFOL); Assesses
–	 Story cohesion
–	 Listening comprehension
–	 Reading comprehension  

(retell, question answering,  
summarizing)

–	 Reading fluency

•  �Provides specific information for 
targeting the five components

•  ��Identifies specific needs for 
differentiation

•  ��Linked to DIBELS measures 
–	 Letter-sound correspondences
–	 Basic phonic skills
–	 Advanced phonic skills
–	 Word reading

–	 Morphological awareness
–	 Grammar
–	 Syntax
–	 Figurative language
–	 Vocabulary

Call 800-547-6747 for more information!                   


